VOLUME  24,  No.  5.  Issue  #131.  The  LITHUANIAN  Numismatic  Association.  Frank  Passic,  EDITOR 


WHERE  MILLIONS  ARE  MINTED 


The  following  article 
was  sent  to  us  by  Ignas 
Ropininkas  and  translated  by 
A1  Radzius.  It  appeared  in  the 
Saturday,  June  16,  2001  issue 
of  KAUNO  DIENA  (Kaunas 
Days). 

The  text  utilizes  a 
“double  article”  format, 
alternating  between  the 
present  mint  and  the  old  mints 
in  Lithuanian  history.  This  is 
easily  recognized  by  a 
different  type-font  used. 

BY  DARIUS  SELENIS 

“I  know  of  no 
other  site,  except  for  a 
military  base,  which  is 
under  tighter  security 
than  our  mint,”  said 
Jonas  Valatka,  director  of 
the  Mint  of  Lithuania. 
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THIS  HUMBLE  BUILDING  HIDES  MANY  SECRETS 


“Its  security  is  no  less 
than  that  of  the  nuclear 
power  plant,  which  I’ve 
visited  on  a number  of 
occasions.” 

WE  LEFT  OUR 
CENTS  IN  THE  SAFE 

A wall  of 
yellowish  bricks,  metal 
fencing  and  doors  and 
many  video  cameras. 
Having  passed  through 
the  metal  doors,  after 
showing  my 

documentation  and 

glancing  into  a room  full 
of  security  monitors,  I 
had  to  go  through  a metal 


detector.  An  alarm  went  off.  As  Rimas  Juodka,  production  coordinator  of  the  mint 
later  explained  to  me,  the  metal  detectors  are  set  so  that  the  metal  tip  of  a ball  point 
pen  and  even  a pin,  are  detected. 

“Come  into  this  room  and  deposit  into  the  safe  all  metal  objects,”  said  a 
security  officer.  And  this  was  just  the  first  layer  of  security.  The  security  of  the  mint 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  which  organized  it. 

The  oldest  known  Lithuanian  numismatic  items  were  cast  silver  ingots 
from  the  12th  century,  small  Lithuanian  “kapas”  (about  107  grams).  They 
were  worth  half  of  a Riga  mark.  After  the  13th  century  there  were  long 
Lithuanian  “kapas”  (about  180  grams).  They  were  equivalent  to  80  Prague 
groschen.  It  was  a large  denomination  numismatic  item.  For  smaller 
transactions,  the  Prague  groschen  was  used. 

YOU  COULD  BE  STRIP  SEARCHED 

Mint  personnel  have  I.D.  cards  with  magnetic  strips.  Some  are  permitted 
access  to  a couple  of  rooms,  others  to  more  rooms,  and  still  others  to  even  more 
rooms.  Journalists  were  permitted  into  a restricted  number  of  rooms  and  then  only 
without  any  cameras.  Continued  on  page  2... 


2.  LITHUANIAN  MINT 

(Connnut’d  from  page  1....) 

“However,  even  I cannot  go  into  the  mint 
vaults  without  the  permission  of  a special 
commission,”  said  the  director  of  the  mint,  smiling. 
He,  as  as  other  mint  personnel,  were  screened  for 
drug  abuse,  criminal  records  and  other  background 
information  by  official  agencies,  and  all  personnel 
went  through  background  checks,  for  each  position 
there  were  10  applicants. 

“We  have  no  addicts  or  alcoholics  and  a good 
security  system  prevents  unpleasantries,”  said  Jonas 
Valatka,  director  of  the  mint.  “During  my  10  years 
of  working  here,  there  has  not  been  a single  instance 
that  any  of  our  personnel  removed  even  a single  coin 
from  the  premises.  If  necessary,  an  employee  could 
be  strip-searched.” 

There  is  a lunch  room  at  the  mint  where  the 
mint  personnel  can  heat  up  their  food  in  a microwave 
oven.  There  is  also  a refrigerator  in  the  orderly  and 
secure  mint.  The  personnel  are  secure  with  regards  to 
their  personal  effects  and  work  tools. 

There  are  no  known  records  of  the 
establishment  of  the  very  first  mint  in  Lithuania. 
However,  from  the  coins  found,  it  is  believed 
that  minting  was  begun  during  the  reign  of  King 
Algirdas  (1345-1377).  These  silver  coins  were 
initially  minted  from  planchets,  later  from  coiled 
silver  wire.  Many  depict  an  equestrian  figure, 
stylized  portal  gate  and  othe  rdevices  which  are 
even  now  depicted  on  Lithuanian  coins.  Coins 
with  Latin  legends,  in  denominations  of  denar, 
half-groschen  and  possibly  groschen  were  first 
minted  in  Vilnius  during  the  reign  of  King 
Alexander  (1492-1506).  Dated  coins  were  first 
issued  when  Sigismund  the  Second  (the  Old) 
was  King  (1506-1544). 

“At  first  the  work  was  hard,  but  we  had  help 
from  specialists  from  England,”  said  Saulius 
Vaitiekunas,  assistant  to  the  mint  director  in  charge 
of  production  and  technology.  “We  soon  got  used  to 
the  intricatcies  of  the  work,  we  learned  to  use  a 
couple  of  pieces  of  equipment  costing  millions  of 
litai.  Now  our  techniques  of  engraving  and  quality  of 
workmanship  is  indistinguishable  from  that  of 
western  countries.” 

Executives  of  the  mint  were  proud  to  show  us 
letters  from  U.S.  specialists  praising  Lithuanian 
work  The  Americans  proudly  proclaimed  to  the 


Not  only  coins  are  struck  at  the  mint,  but  state  decorations 
are  also  produced.  Photos  by  Rytas  Mikulenas. 


world  that  (Lithuanian)  coins  were  among  the  best.  The 
mint  of  Lithuania  is  a member  of  an  international 
organization  of  mints,  which  has  40  members.  Worldwide 
there  are  various  numismatic  comparisons  on  quality  or 
workmanship,  technology  and  design.  The  last  competition 
on  the  quality  workmanship  was  won  by  the  Polish  2 zloty 
coin. 

The  Estonians  do  not  have  their  own  mint,  they  are 
minted  in  Finland.  Estonia  is  having  a competition  for 
future  minting  and  the  Lithuanians  are  participating.  The 
Latvian  coins  are  minted  in  Germany.  Armenia, 
Kirghizstan,  Georgia  and  Byelorussia  also  do  not  have  their 
own  mints,  but  they  also  do  not  have  any  national  coins. 

The  Lithuanian  mint  really  blossomed  during 
the  reign  of  Sigismund  August  (1544-1572).  Modern 
technology  was  used  and  many  types  of  coins  were 
minted,  three  denominations  of  denars,  six 
denominations  of  groschen,  and  from  1547,  the  first 
Lithuanian  gold  ducats  or  florin  in  two  denominations. 
An  especially  large  number  of  coins  were  minted  at 
the  Vilnius  and  the  Kaunas  mints  during  the  17th 
century,  however  in  1566  the  mints  were  closed. 

In  1918,  when  the  Lithuanian  state  was 
reestablished  and  after  the  October  2,  1922  adoption 
of  the  Lithuanian  monetary  unit,  the  litas,  coins  were 
also  minted.  The  1925-dated  coins  were  minted  in 
England  and  the  1936  and  1938  dated  coins  were 
minted  in  the  cellar  of  the  Spindulys  publishing  house 
in  Kaunas. 

THEY  WAITED  FOR  THE  COW  THROUGH 
THE  NIGHT  (Continued  on  page  9...) 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan 

LITHUANIAN  LEGATION  CHECK,  1936. 


You  never  know  what  you  might  find  at  a coin  show. 
Recently  at  a coin  show  in  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  this  writer 
was  offered  some  unusual  Lithuanian-related  memorabilia  by  a 
dealer  which  brings  up  an  interesting  part  of  Lithuanian  history. 

I purchased  several  checks  dated  from  the  1920s  and  1930s 
written  by  members  of  the  diplomatic  staff  at  the  Lithuanian 
Legation  in  Washington,  DC! 

As  various  countries  recognized  the  Republic  of 
Lithuania  during  the  1920s,  Lithuania  exchanged  representatives 
and  established  legations  in  selected  countries  throughout  the 
world.  Nowadays  of  course  the  main  representative  is  called  an 
ambassador  and  the  facility  an  embassy,  but  before  World  War 

II  the  word  legation  was  commonly  used. 

The  United  States  refused  to  recognize  the  forced 
incorporation  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  into  the  USSR,  and 
allowed  the  Lithuanian  Legation  to  remain  here  following 
World  War  II.  The  Lithuanian  Legation  in  Washington,  DC 
became  the  leader  of  the  remaining  Lithuanian  diplomatic  corps 
and  legations/consulates  in  countries  that  still  allowed  it  to 
function.  They  promoted  information  about  Lithuania,  worked 
towards  the  goal  of  Lithuania’s  independence,  and  helped  with 
individual  cases  such  as  wills  and  defending  Lithuanian 
immigrant  interests. 

The  check  we  are  featuring  is  dated  December  5,  1936 

V 

and  is  signed  in  the  lower  right  by  Povilas  Zadeikis,  who  served 
as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  (that’s  a 
mouthful  in  diplomatic  jargon...)  for  the  Republic  of  Lithuania. 
He  served  from  1936  until  his  death  in  1957. 

The  check  is  designated  from  the  Legation’s  special  “P” 
account  at  the  Munsey  Trust  Company  in  Washington,  DC.  It  is 
made  out  to  V.  P.  Mucinskas  for  $32.50.  It  is  both  punch  and 
stamp  cancelled.  The  check  is  light  green  and  was  printed  by 
Young  & Seldon  Co.  in  Baltimore  with  a bank  background  seal 
for  security  purposes.  It  measures  210  x 78  mm. 

I have  another  check  dated  July  7,  1927  made  out  to  the 
“Mount  Alto  Hospital  Yearbook.”  It  appears  like  the  Legation 
paid  for  a paid  advertisement  there. 

Today  of  course  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  operates  its 
upgraded  Embassy  in  Washington,  D.C.  We  have  been  sending 

the  Embassy  (and  formerly  the  Legation)  copies  of  “The 
Knight”  on  a regular  basis  since  the  LNA  was  formed  in  1978. 


This  issue  concludes  Volume  25  of  The  Knight.  Volume  26  will  begin  next  September.  We  are 
enclosing  a RENEWAL  FORM  for  our  members.  Take  a copy  of  The  Knight  to  your  local  coin  club  and 
coin  shows  and  promote  Lithuanian  numismatics  by  signing  up  new  members.  Thank  you  for  your  support  j 


4. 


L LUSITANIA  MEDALS  REMEMBER  WORLD  WAR  I 


BY  ZENONAS  PAZARAUSKAS 

There  are  very  many  books,  military  memoirs,  works  of  historian.s 
Nurvevs  about  the  First  World  War.  Who  of  us  did  not  read  E.  M.  Remarque’s  “All 
Quiet  on  the  Western  Front”  or  “All  Quiet  on  the  Eastern  Front?” 

The  First  World  War  started  on  July  28,  1914.  At  the  beginning,  8 
countries  took  part  in  it,  later  the  number  increased  to  33.  The  War  lasted  longer 
than  4 years.  70  million  men  were  drafted,  9.5  milion  died,  about  20  million  were 
wounded,  of  these  3.5  million  became  invalid.  It  is  difficult  to  describe  and 
evaluate  the  material  damage,  destruction  of  towns  and  villages,  how  much  harm 
had  the  civilization  of  Europe  and  other  countries  had  suffered. 

Most  of  the  countries  participating  in  WWI  made  memorable  those 
deadful  views,  happenings,  battles  and  tragedies  through  historic  medals,  too.  Not 
all  of  these  medals  reflect  grief,  sorrows  and  tears  of  millions  of  people.  Some  of 
them  were  created  to  excuse  crimes,  later  there  appeared  even  such  which 
promoted  hatred  for  the  neighbors,  and  demanded  a revenge. 

Most  of  the  medals  of  WWI  are  struck  in  Germany  from  precious  and 
common  metals.  Plentiful  are  series  of  portraits  of  generals,  admirals  and  other 
military  men.  Among  these  numerous  medals  there  are  two  Lithuanian-related 
ones.  First  to  notice  and  describe  these  was  the  Lithuanian-American  Dr. 
Aleksandras  M.  Rackus.  In  the  series  of  his  published  postal  cards  one  can 
discover  silver  medals  of  the  Destruction  of  the  Fortress  of  Kaunas  and  the 
Capture  of  the  Town  of  Siauliai. 

To  excuse  war  crimes,  Germany  was  distributing  satirical  medals.  One  of 
their  themes  was  the  sinking  of  the  Luisitania.  On  the  deck  of  the  sinking  one  can 
see  an  airplane  and  other  military  hardware.  The  reverse  shows  a skeleton  selling 
tickets  to  the  kingdom  come. 

The  destruction  of  the  Titanic  and  Lusitania  are  two  of  frightening  ship 
catastrophes  of  the  beginning  of  the  20th  century.  They  entered  the  history  as 
particularly  scary  and  unexpected  and  carried  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean  more 
than  2,000  lives,  but  in  the  Lusitania’s  case  was  even  more  surprising,  unexpected, 
and  even  today  difficult  to  explain. 

A beautiful  transatlantic  liner  which  had  gained  the  Blue  Ribbon 
(bestowed  on  the  fastest  ship  crossing  the  Atlantic)  left  pier  54  at  New  York 
harbor  on  May  1,  1915,  and  after  moving  at  the  average  speed  of  25  knots  for  a 
few  days  was  nearing  the  coast  of  Ireland.  There  were  only  a few  hundred  miles 
remaining  to  the  objective,  Liverpool,  but  they  were  fatal  to  the  liner. 

Birtish  Admiralty,  then  under  Winston  Churchill  announced  that  a 
German  submarine  was  spotted  near  the  coast  of  England.  During  WWI  maritime 
strategies  of  Great  Britain  and  Germany  clashed.  Geat  Britain  ahad  a very 
powerful  navy.  To  stop  the  transport  of  military  materials  a naval  blocade  of 
iermany  was  organized.  On  February  18,  1915  Germany  declared  the  beginning 
of  an  ulimited  submarine  warfare.  The  Germans  sank  even  those  ships  which  were 
on  the  British  Admiralty’s  list  as  supporting.  Lusitania  was  added  to  that  list  on 
Aigust  17.  1914.  German  intelligence  found  this  out.  Inquisitive  journalists 
discovered  that  German  ambassador  to  the  USA,  Count  Bemstorff  warned  his 
friend  Alfred  V anderbilt  not  to  board  the  Lusitania.  Tension  was  increased  by  the 
information  of  journalists  that  the  liner  was  crammed  with  weapons  and 
munitions,  and  that  the  old  captain  refused  to  lead  the  ship. 

Anyway,  Lusitania  received  permission  to  leave.  As  the  ship  was  crossing 
the  ocean,  a final  24  pages  list  of  freight  was  presented.  It’s  postcript  said  that  the 
freight  list  could  only  be  opened  by  the  president  of  the  U.S. 

A German  submarine  U-20  left  his  base  toward  the  North  Sea!.  Circling 
the  northern  part  of  Great  Britain  and  not  finding  good  targets,  it  turned 

southward,  reaching  the  southern  coast  of  Ireland.  Soon  it  detected  the  liner.  The 
hunt  started,  f oming  to  the  distance  of  about  400  meters  to  the  Lusitania  by  2 
p m on  May  7,  1915  (Note:  the  obverse  of  the  medal  shows  a different  tragedy 


ABOVE  MEDAL:  The  Assassination  of 
Franz  Ferdinand. 


Silver  medal  showing  Germany’s 
start  of  an  unlimited  submarine  warfare, 
date  of  May  5).  the  captain  ordered  the  attack. 
Two  torpedoes  were  dispatched.  The  first  one 
hit  the  bow  of  the  ship.  Rescued  passengers 
related  that  a mighty  explosion  follow 
liner  tilted  and  suddenly  started  sinking-  ^ 
minutes  later  it  disappeared  From 


Satirical  medal  “Destruction  of  the 
Lusitania.” 


his  friend’s  advice  also 
came  to  rest  on  the 
bottom  of  the  Irish  Sea. 

The  tragedy  of 
the  Lusitania  excites 
people  up  to  today.  It  is  a 
question  why  such  a large 
ship  (30.4  thousand  tons, 
265  meters  long,  7 decks) 
which  was  called  a 
floating  palace,  sank  as  a 
stone.  As  it  was  written 
the  ship  could  have 
carried  an  explosive 
cargo— maybe  the  torpedo 
hit  this  part.  But 
investigations  since  1960 
have  not  proven  this 
version. 

German 

submarine  crew  after 
their  return  receive  laurel 
wreaths  and  were  called 
heroes.  People  of  the 
USA,  England  and  others 
who  lost  their  loved  ones 
suffered  much.  The  loss 
of  the  Lusitania  brought 
America  nearer  the  entry 
tb  the  War.  After  two 
years  the  attack  of 
Americans,  English  and 
French  brought  Germany 
to  their  knees. 


passengers,  761  were  rescued.  Others  did  not  even 
have  time  to  leave  their  cabins.  The  panic  and 
unusually  fast  sinking  did  not  allow  the  proper  use 
of  the  boats.  Children,  women  and  old  people  froze 
in  the  water.  Alfred  Vanderbilt  who  did  not  listen  to 


MEDALS  PICTURED  ARE 
FROM  THE  AUTHOR’S  COLLECTION 


Satirical  medal  showing  Germany’s 

unlimited  submarine  warfare. 

* 


Satirical  medal  inciting  hatred  of 

France. 
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group  quickly  deteriorated  Lithuania’s  coins.  Having  observed  this,  the  ruler  withdrew  the  Mint  from  the  lessees  in  1562,  and 
appointed  as  its  administrator  the  formentioned  Tarla.  And  he  was  removed  from  his  duties  in  1565  and  replaced  by  the 
Grand  Duchy’s  Secretary,  V.  Psetockis.  As  a result  of  the  Union  of  Liublin,  the  Mint  was  closed  for  a time.  After  the 
enactment  of  the  Union  of  Liublin,  the  Vilnius  Mint  was  reactivated  in  1580,  which  then  began  striking  coins  of  the  Grand 
Duchy  under  a new  format  of  Stephan  Batoras  on  January  5th.  Hereafter,  Batoras  transferred  the  Vilnius  Mint  (and  likewise, 
the  Polish  mints)  to  the  direct  supervision  of  the  State  Treasurer. 


Vilniaus  kalyklose  mus9intu  Lietuvos  istor.  monetu  pavyzdziai:  1,  Algirdo 
“pecat";  2,  Jogailos  “pinigelis”;  3-5,  Vytauto  pinigai  (zr.);  6,  Aleksandro 
pusgrasis;  7.  Zyg.  Senojo  grasis;  8,  Zyg.  Augusto  auks,  dukatas;  9,  Step. 

Batoro  SeStokas;  10,  Zyg.  Vazos  •■portugalas”  (10  dukatu  auks,  monetaj; 

11,  Jono  Kazimiero  trigraSis. 

In  adition  to  the  Treasurer,  the  local  Palantinate  was  appointed  as  coordinator  and  comptroller  of  the  Mint.  To  insure 
that  this  business  would  be  conducted  profitably,  both  these  courtiers  were  constituted  special  lessees  by  Stephan  Batoras. 
They  were  responsible  for  a specific  portion  of  its  receipts,  reckoning  from  the  weight  of  silver  used  to  strike  the  coins,  and 
for  any  possible  loss,  they  had  to  reimburse  the  Mint  from  their  own  hands. 

However,  the  Vilnius  Mint  was  again  leased  out  to  “businessmen"  by  these  courtiers,  and  Lithuanian  coins 
deteriorated.  The  silver  coins  of  Sigismund  Vaza  (the  Grand  Duchy’s  as  well  as  the  Polish  coins)  especially  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  speedy  downtrend.  Responding  to  the  loud  outcry  over  this  situation,  Sigismund  Vaza  closed  all  the 
Republic's  mints,  including  that  of  Vilnius.  Their  anvils  did  not  resound  through  the  reign  of  Vladislav  (1632-48).  though 
officials  of  the  Mints  did  not  disband.  They  planned  production  of  medals  on  order,  performed  studies  ot  various  coins  at  the 
behest  of  the  State  Treasurer,  and  made  evaluations  of  foreign  coins.  And  the  former  supporter  ot  the  V ilnius  Mint,  and  \ssll 


known  minter,  H.  Trylner,  seeking  its  reopening,  wrote  memoranda,  rapped  on  doors,  but  the  Mint  did  not  budge.  In  the  start 
of  the  reign  of  John  Casimir,  several  of  the  coin  mints  in  Poland  were  authorized  to  work,  but  for  Vilnius,  it  was  overlooked. 

It  was  only  in  1652  that  the  Treasurer  of  Lithuania,  G.  Tryzna  (having  received  a verbal  assurance  from  John  Casimir)  again  7. 
opened  the  Vilnius  Mint  and  began  striking  coins  in  it,  even  those  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania,  even  more  “Lithuanian” 
than  those  in  the  reigns  of  Stephen  Batoras  or  Sigismund  Vaza.  However,  this  “revolution”  of  Tryzna  was  condemned  by  the 
Republic’s  Parliament.  The  Vilnius  Mint  again  stopped  operations  in  1653.  It  was  revived  another  time  by  the  well-known 
Boratini  in  1664.  However,  in  connection  with  the  very  inferior  copper  shillings  of  John  Casimir,  and  the  disorder  aroused  in 
the  monetary  economy  of  the  joint  republic,  in  1666  it  was  again  closed  (as  were  all  the  coin  mints  of  the  Republic).  And  this 
time,  the  crackling  of  the  Vilnius  Mint  ceased  for  the  last  time.  And  the  very  last  of  the  Grand  Duchy’s  coins  were  struck  in 
an  improvised  Mint  at  Gardinas. 

Through  all  its  periods  of  activity,  the  Vilnius  Mint  struck  silver  and  billon  coins.  Beginning  with  the  reigning  years 
of  Sigismund  August,  there  were  also  struck  in  Vilnius  the  Grand  Duchy’s  gold  coins.  Available  records  show  that  their 
production,  supervision  and  control  occurred  separately  from  the  silver  coins  in  another  (unfortunately,  still  unknown)  mint, 
though  the  moneyers  and  certain  instruments  were  borrowed  from  the  basic  Vilnius  Mint.  The  most  numerous  and  beautiful 
gold  coins  were  struck  there  by  Sigismund  Vaza. 

Concerning  the  various  symbols  used  in  the  Vilnius  Mint,  see  Part  II  of  “Numismatika,”  and  headed  “Identifying 
Symbols  in  Lithuanian  Numismatics,”  and  “Historical  Survey  of  Lithuanian  Coins,”  on  other  subjects,  see  Coins,  Coin  Mint, 
Coinage  Technique,  Struck  Coins,  Hammered  Coins,  Coin  Metals,  Coin  Lettering,  Rotary  Press. 

VILNIAUS  LOBIS/Vilnius  Hoard.  A large  find  of  medieval  Lithuanian  coins,  of  struck  silver  bars  and  Czech 
groshes,  discovered  not  far  from  Vilnius  by  a farmer  in  1930.  It  was  studied  by  Povilas  Karazija.  The  results  were  published 
in  the  4th  Volume  of  the  “Lithuanian  Nation,”  Section  3,  at  Vilnius  in  1932. 

VYCIO  KRY^IUS/Vytis  Cross.  The  first  symbol  of  honor  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania,  instituted  in  1919  to  present 
to  military  men  distinguished  in  the  battles  for  Lithuanian  liberty.  Initially,  it  was  the  cross  “For  the  Fatherland.”  From  1920, 
it  was  divided  into  two  classes,  with  swords  and  without  swords,  with  three  grades.  In  1930,  there  was  established  the  Order 
of  the  Cross  of  Vytis,  to  which  was  joined  the  Cross  of  Vytis,  at  that  time  to  honor  both  the  military  and  civilians,  for  the 
extraordinary  valor  in  time  of  war.  Both  the  earlier  Cross  of  Vytis’,  as  well  as  those  of  the  expanded  Order,  are  copies  of  the 
dual  cross  immortalized  on  the  shield  of  the  rider  of  the  Vytis  emblem. 


Vycio  Kryzius. 


VYTAUTO  DID&OJO  ORDINAS/Order  of  Vytautas  the  Great.  The  Lithuanian  Republic’s  symbol  of  honor, 
instituted  in  1930  to  memorialize  their  own  citizens  as  well  as  those  of  foreign  nations,  for  special  services  to  the  Lithuanian 
state,  for  the  nation’s  honor  and  public  good.  The  highest  grade  of  this  Order  was  the  one  with  the  gold  chain.  The  other  5 
grades  were  without  the  chain.  Attached  to  the  Order  three  classes  of  medals:  gold,  silver,  and  bronze. 

VYTAUTO  PINIGAI/Coins  of  Vytautas.  Findings  of  the  latest  research  show  that  Vytautas  was  not  only  an 
outstanding  warrior,  leader  and  politician/statesman,  but  in  the  matter  of  coinage  problems,  he  far  outstripped  his 
contemporaries.  He  first  began  his  interest  in  money  matters  back  in  1382,  when  he  evaded  the  intrigues  of  Jogaila,  when  his 
father  Kestutis,  deeply  troubled  with  family,  manor  and  the  state’s  condition,  suddenly  died  at  Kriave.  After  fleeing  to  the 
Germanic  Knights,  Vytautas  keenly  felt  the  lack  of  a financial  backing.  Maneuvering  cautiously,  he  first  obtained  a 
sufficiency  of  credit  from  the  Knights.  For  approximately  two  years,  he  lived  there  with  his  staff,  and  continued  his  struggle 
against  Jogaila  for  Vilnius,  largely  dependent  upon  the  funds  of  the  mortal  enemies  of  his  fatherland  and  himself.  As  soon  as 
Vytautas  returned  to  Lithuania  in  1394,  those  funds  ceased.  But  his  determination  to  occupy  the  throne  of  Gediminas  never 
waivered.  When  he  established  himself  at  Lutsk,  he  prepared  to  occupy  Vilnius  by  stealth,  and  now,  it  appears,  he  finally  was 
convinced  that  in  addition  to  wisdom  and  the  sword  in  a major  operation,  success  is  largely  achieved  by  money.  Therefore, 
soon  after,  in  1385,  his  tiny  mint  quickly  put  together  at  his  Lutsk  castle,  began  its  operations.  From  it  there  began  to  flow 

(Continued  next  issue...) 


s NEW  LITHUANIAN 
8*  MINT  DIRECTOR 

Viktoras  Miltakis,  Director  of  the 
Lithuanian  Mint,  left  the  Mint  as  of 
December  31,  2000,  and  retired  January  1, 
2001. 

The  new  director  of  the  Lithuanian 
Mint  is  Jonas  Valatka  as  of  January  1,  2002. 
Valatka  was  born  on  April  1,  1949.  He 
finished  Kaunas  Polytechnic  college  in 


VALATKA 

1967  and  in  1973  graduated  from  Kaunas 
Polytechnic  Institute  (now  Technological 
University)  as  a mechanical  engineer.  He 
worked  as  a teacher  in  the  field  of 
professional  training  and  in  1978,  as  a 
leading  engineer,  deputy  manager,  director 
of  a joint-stock  company.  He  is  also  a 
co-author  of  several  inventions. 

Mr.  Valatka  was  elected  a member 
of  the  Vilnius  City  Council,  and  a member 
of  the  Seimas  (Parliament)  of  Lithuania.  He 
speaks  Lithuanian,  English,  and  Russian. 
His  wife  Dalia  is  an  economist  and  the 
family  has  three  daughters. 


LNA  MEMBERSHIP  FACTS 

From  our  Director,  A1  Radzius, 
come  the  following  statistics:  Current  LNA 
paid  membership:  69.  15  are  charter 

members  (14  in  the  U.S.,  1 in  Europe)  and 
54  non-charter  (47  in  the  U.S.,  5 in  Europe, 
1 in  Canada).  We  send  The  Knight  to  15 
institutions  (7  in  the  U.S.,  8 in  Europe). 

Who  do  you  know  should  become  a 
member  of  the  LNA?.... 


LITHUANIA  ON-LINE 


For  the  benefit  of  our  members,  here  are  some  internet 
addresses  of  numismatic  interest.  If  you  know  of  others  you 
would  like  to  share,  let  us  know. 

BALZEKAS  MUSEUM  OF  LITHUANIAN 
CULTURE  e-mail:  giftshop@lithuanianmuseum.org. 

BANK  OF  LITHUANIA:  www.lbank.lt.  e-mail: 
isinkeviciene@lbank.lt. 

LITHUANIAN  NATIONAL  MUSEUM  e-mail: 
muziejus@lnm.lt. 

MINT  OF  LITHUANIA  e-mail: 

info@lithuanian-mint.lt 

Pictures  of  Lithuanian  Medals/Decorations: 
www.medals.org.uk/lithuania. 

NEW  KLAIPEDA  COIN  ISSUED 


The  Bank  of  Lithuania  has  issued  a 10  lity  coin  to 
commemorate  the  750th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
port  city  of  Klaipeda.  This  proof  coin  was  issued  on  March 
27,  2002.  It  is  a copper-nickel  alloy  (75%  Cu,  25%  Ni)  and 
has  a diameter  of  28.70  mm.  It  weighs  13.5  gr.  The  coin  was 
designed  by  Rimantas  Eidejus. 

The  coin  was  struck  at  the  Lithuanian  Mint  in  Vilnius 
and  has  a minted  of  5,000  pieces.  It  is  part  of  a series  of  coins 
commemorating  Lithuanian  cities. 

The  obverse  features  a “birds-eye”  view  of  Lithuania’s 
third  largest  city,  from  the  north,  looking  south.  It  shows  the 
“Courish  Spit”  peninsula  that  begins  there.  The  date  “2002”  is 
incused  in  the  lower  left  and  below  that  is  the  LMK  mintmark 
emblem.  In  the  center  is  the  Vytis  emblem  inside  a shield, 
with  “LIETUVA”  above,  and  “10  LITIJ”  on  the  right. 

The  back  features  a scene  of  the  old  city  with  ship 
hoists  in  the  distance.  In  the  center  is  the  city  coat-of-arms, 
and  the  word  “KLAIPEDA”  below.  The  edge  of  the  coin 
reads  “KLAIPEDAI-750.” 


LITHUANIAN 

MINT 

Continued  from  page  2.... 

“We  mint  not  only 
coins  for  common  usage, 
but  also  commemorative 
coins,  medals, 

governmental  awards,  as 
well  as  insignia  for 
mayors,  self-governing 
civil  entities  and  honorary 
citizens  or  cities,”  said 
Rimantas  Juodka  as  he 
proudly  showed  us  through 
the  numismatic  museum 
that  has  been  established  in 
the  mint.  “Here  is  a joint 
project  with  the 
Germans— a gold  10  liti] 
coin,  the  world’s  smallest 
coin.  In  June,  we  will  be 
replenishing  a second  issue 
of  these  gold  coins. 

Commemorative 
coins  are  minted  of  a 
copper-nickel  alloy,  silver 
(92.5%  fine)  and  gold. 

According  to  R. 
Juodka,  the  gold  10  liti] 
coin,  the  smallest  coin  in 
the  world  was  very  popular 
and  1,500  were  sold  in 
Lithuania  very  quickly  as 
well  as  2,500  in  Germany. 
Especially  popular  were 
the  100  liti}  gold  coins 
commemorating  Vytautas. 
The  official  price  set  by 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania  was 
500  litai  and  people  lined 
up  overnight  in  front  of  the 
Bank.  4,000  coins  were 
sold  very  quickly.  On  the 
black  market,  their  price 
reached  1,000  litai. 

“We  mint  4 
commemorative  coins  a 
year.  Especially  popular 
are  those  with  sports 


“How  many  millions  of  coins  are  daily  at  the  mint  is  top  secret ,”  says  director  Jonas 
Valatka  (right),  vice-president  Saulius  Vaitiekiinas  (left)  and  Rimantas  Juodka, 
vice-president  for  marketing  and  production  coordinator . Photo  by  Rytas  Mikulenas. 


themes  such  as  the  Sidney  and  Atlanta  Olympic  games,  which  were  sold  out  the 
quickest  and  were  the  most  popular  of  the  4,000  coin  series,”  explained  R.  Juodka. 

After  the  independence  of  Lithuania  was  reestablished  in  1990,  the 
1991  dated  Lithuanian  coins  were  minted  in  Birmingham,  England.  The 
Lithuanian  government  mint  in  1992  began  minting  1,  2,  and  5 cent  coins.  In 
1997  new  style  10,  20  and  50  cent  coins  were  minted,  and  from  1998,  new 
style  1,  2,  and  5 litai  coins. 

[Centas  denominations  all  aluminum  and  magnesium  alloy],  1 cent 
coin:  18.75  mm.  diameter,  0.83  grams.  2 cents:  21.75  mm.  diameter,  1.12 
grams.  5 cents:  24.40  mm.,  1.40  grams. 

[Larger  centas  denominations  copoper,  zinc  and  nickel  alloy].  10 
cents:  17  mm.  diameter,  2.60  grams.  20  cents:  20.50  mm.  diameter,  4.80 
grams;  50  cents:  23  mm.  diameter,  6 grams. 

1 Litas:  copper,  zinc  and  nickel  alloy,  22.30  mm.  diameter,  6 trams.  2 
litai:  core:  copper  and  nickel  alloy,  outer  ring  is  copper,  nickel  and  aluminum 
alloy,  25  mm.  diameter,  7.5  grams.  5 litai:  core  is  copper,  aluminum  and 
nickel  alloy,  outer  ring  is  coppper  and  nickel  alloy.  27.50  mm.  diameter,  10.10 
grams. 

GOLD  MEDAL  TO  A BUSINESS  PARTNER 

‘The  most  expensive  order  is  from  the  office  of  the  president  of  Lithuanika,” 
R.  Juodka,  vice-president  of  marketing  and  production,  admitted  to  “Kauno  Diena.” 
‘They  are  government  decorations,  specifically,  the  highest  government  decorations: 
the  Order  of  Vytautas  the  Great.” 

However,  R.  Juodka  would  not  say  how  much  the  gold,  silver  and  enamel 
order  of  Vytautas  cost.  But,  in  being  evasive  he  did  remind  us  that  before  World 
War  II  decorations  were  produced  in  Switzerland  and  that  in  the  last  9 years  the  mint 
has  produced  over  100  different  types  of  medals.  But,  the  most  expensive  private 
order  came  from  Latvia.  A business  executive  had  a 99  gram,  51  mm.  diameter  gold 
medal  made  for  his  business  partner.  The  impressive  piece  of  craftsmanship  of  the 
Lithuanian  mint  cost  the  Latvian  over  15,000  litai  [U.S.  $3,750]. 


>»  VV ANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 

FOR  SALE:  3rd  Class  Bronze  Order  of 
Vytautas  the  Great  MEDAL  (no  bar  or  ribbon). 
Has  some  reddish  tarnish  and  a few  scratches  on 
the  back.  Great  historic  collectible!  On 
consignment  from  one  of  our  members.  $55.00. 
Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI  49224. 
e-mail:  albionfp@hotmail.com 

FOR  SALE:  Coins:  1 Litas  “Baltic  Way” 
commemorative  1999  Uncirculated.  $3.00.  2001  1 
litas  UNC  $2.00.  2001  2 Litai  UNC  $3.00.  Older 
coins:  Y-9  1936  1 centas  XF  $8.00.  Y-ll  1936  5 
Centu  XF  (scarce!)  $14.00.  Y-13  1936  silver  10 
Litij  (Vytautas  the  Great)  XF  $20;  VF-$15— or  3 
for  $40,  or  6 for  $75.  These  make  great  gifts! 
Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI  49224. 
e-mail  me  for  my  price  list  of  more  stuff: 
albionfp@hotmail.com. 


English-Lithuanian 

Lithuanian-English 

Dictionary 

By  Bronius  Piesarskas, 
Bronius  Svecevicius. 
30,000+30,000  words. 
Published  by  Zodynas 
Publishers,  Vilnius,  2001. 

807  pages. 

$49.99 


Lithuania 
After  Entering  the 
Third  Millennium 

General  information  on 
Lithuania;  highlights  of 
largest  cities,  resorts, 
provincial  tourism  centers; 
maps;  colorful  photos. 
Useful  for  trav  ellers. 
Published  by  Algimantas , 
Vilnius.  126  pages. 
In  English. 

$24.50 


Lithuanian  Coin  Set 
2000 

5,  2,  and  1 litas; 

50,  20,  and  10  centu 

only  $25 


Coins  of 
Lithuania 
1386-1707 

By  Eugenijus  Ivanauskas 
and  Robert  J.  Douchis. 
Published  by  Savastis, 
Vilnius-Columbia,  1999. 
In  English.  271  pages. 

$47.50 


DAVID  FAINHAUZ 


Lithuanians 
in  the  USA. 
Aspects  of  Ethnic 
Identity. 

By  David  Fainhauz.  Pub- 
lished by  the  Lithuanian 
Library  Press,  Inc. 

Chicago,  1991.  246  pages. 
In  English. 

$20 


Balzekas  Musuem  of  Litkuanian  Culture  Gift  Skop,  6500 
S.  Pulaski  Rd.r  Ckicago,  IL  60629.  (773)  582-6500.  E-mail: 

giftskop  @ litk  uanianmuseum.org. 


DMITRY  MARKOV  Coins  & Medals 


E-Mail : 

MARKOV @ BANET . NET 

Specialist  in  Russian 
coins,  orders  and  medals 
& Eastern  Europe  incld 
Lithuania . 


p O.  Box  950 

NEW  YORK.  N Y.  10272 


(718)  332-4248 
PAX  (718)  332-8676 
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